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(Monk) river and about 125 miles from its mouth. It con-
sists of eight lodges, was commenced in the spring of 1834
and has about 250 souls in it. The location is delightful
being upon the bank where it is very high, and having a
large and fertile prairie extending 7 or 8 miles in a south-
erly direction and about two miles wide.

Near this village there is a salt-spring and within a mile
and a half excellent mill-privileges, and a sufficient quan-
tity of timber in the vicinity for building and other pur-
poses.

This is the most eligible place which I met with amongst
the Sacs and Foxes for a missionary establishment. In
addition to the natural advantages it is removed at a
greater distance from the white settlements than any
other of their villages, being by water about 90 miles. It
is quite probable also that the Sacs will concentrate at this
place or near. All their hunting ground is upon this river
and old Ke-o-kuck had come to the determination, it was
said last fall, to sell his Reservation on the Towa consist-
ing of four hundred square miles because as he said “he
was too near the whites.”

The Des Moines which the Indians call Ke-o0-shah-quah
is a rapid and beautiful river, remarkable for uniformity in
width, it being generally about 40 rods wide. According to
the Indians’ account of it, it is eight hundred miles long
and heads above St. Peters on the Mississippi. The water
is clear and good except when swollen by rains, and there
are in most places an abundance of excellent springs of
water breaking out from the banks and bluffs. It is said
that steam-boats might ascend it for a considerable dis-
tance in the spring when the water is high which begins to
rise the fore part of April and continues to in the following
month also. In the fall Mackinaw boats can ascend but it
is with difficulty on account of the low stage of the water.

About 25 miles from its mouth I took passage in a canoe
and ascended to the village above mentioned; much of the
way the bottom of the river was a solid bed of lime-stone.
In some places the shores are bold, but in others the bluff



